
NCEA Evening
2024 Level 1 NCEA+

14 June 2023 
E hara taku toa i te toa takitahi, he toa takitini 

My strength is not as an individual, but as a collective.



NCEA @ Marsden+MORE

● Committed to NCEA Level 1
● Proven track record of outstanding NCEA 

achievement 
● Maintaining rigorous teaching, learning 

and high-stakes assessment 
● Traditional (foundational) and 

progressive (innovative)
● Myth-busting the click bait



A Marsden learner…

Our Vision 
“ Manu Rere Ao” - 
The bird that flies the 
World”

Our Marsden Values
Excellence - Hiranga
Resilience - Manahau
Creativity - Auahatanga
Service - Oha
Respectful Relationships - 
Whanaungatanga

Our Motto 
Ad Summa 
- Aim for the Highest

NCEA 
Curriculum 
Refresh

Collaborative

Manages their 
time well

Problem
solver

Challenges 
themselves

Creative

Flexible

Inclusive

Respectful 
& kind

Resilient

Curious

Unashamedly 
their best

Digitally fluent

Humble

Thinks of 
others

Risk taker

Culturally aware



So what is NCEA?
The National Certificate of Educational Achievement (NCEA) is the 
main school leaving qualification in Aotearoa New Zealand. 
Around 150,000 students study each year towards an NCEA.



What is NCEA?
Introduced in 2002, NCEA is widely considered credible and robust, both in 
Aotearoa New Zealand and overseas. 

It is recognised by employers and used by students as a stepping stone into 
employment, apprenticeships, and a wide range of further study options – 
from apprenticeships and trades training to degree-level study.

NCEA has three levels:

● Level 1 — usually in Year 11
● Level 2 — usually in Year 12
● Level 3 — usually in Year 13

At present, a student needs to achieve a total of 80 credits to attain an 
NCEA qualification at each level. Credits are gained towards an NCEA 
qualification if a student achieves a standard.



What is a standard?
Each standard describes what a student needs to know, or what they must be able to 
achieve, in order to meet the standard. 

THERE ARE INTERNALS AND EXTERNALS

There are two types of standards that contribute to NCEA:

● Achievement Standards - these recognise learning from our 
National Curriculum subjects. Students can achieve these standards 
with grades of: Achieved with Excellence, Achieved with Merit, 
Achieved, Not Achieved.

● Unit Standards - these recognise learning in other areas (such as 
vocational learning and Te ao Māori). These standards usually only 
offer Achieved or Not Achieved grades (ie, they are either pass or fail).

Achievement 
Standards

Achieved
Merit

Excellence
Endorsement 
overall and by 

subject

Unit 
Standards
Pass - Achieved

Fail - Not Achieved



Go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utz2MOrtRQU&t=3s

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=utz2MOrtRQU


Numeracy and Literacy 
- co-requisite - unit standards

Literacy
+ 10 credits

Numeracy
+10 credits



We are committed to 
Future-Focused Learning

21st Century Skills
● Collaboration
● Digital Literacy
● Critical Thinking
● Problem Solving
● Creativity and Innovation
● Communication
● Career Pathway and Life skills

Go to: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3u1AL_aZjI&t=3s

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=M3u1AL_aZjI


At Marsden we believe in rigorous teaching and 
learning, and high-stakes assessment

+NCEA



“Marsden is designing a rigorous future-focused 
learning programme combining NCEA Level 1 and 

innovative courses.”

2024 Level 1 NCEA+ 



1 Collab Course
with up to 3 

Achievement 
standards to 
choose from

English
Maths

Science
+ 2 choices

Year 11 at Marsden +NCEA



EntrepreneurshipSustainability
Identity

Belonging and 
Expression

Kaitiakitanga Rakahinonga

+NCEA

Whanaungatanga

OR OR



OUR Year 11 Subject 
option offering 2023

Maths
English
Science
History
Geography
Te Reo
French
Chinese
Music
Visual Art
Design (collab only)
Digital Tech
Textiles - Tech
Food Tech
Physical Education & Health
Religious Education
Guided Study

The student would 
choose an 
individualised 
Inquiry based on 
the context

An Achievement 
Standard will be 
attached to each 
bubble

A course would 
look like 3 standards 
which 
are interdisciplinary

Identity, 
Belonging & 
Expression
Whanaungatanga



Sample Student collab choice 1
Sample Learning plan - up to 15 credits 

English

Maths
Science

PE
Visual 
Arts

+

English
Drama

Health/PE
Cultural 

Kapa Haka
& Dance

Costuming 
(Textiles)

+NCEA



OUR Year 11 Subject 
option offering 2023

Maths
English
Science
History
Geography
Te Reo
French
Chinese
Music
Visual Art
Design (collab only)
Digital Tech
Textiles - Tech
Food Tech
Physical Education & Health
Religious Education
Guided Study

The student would 
choose an 
individualised 
Inquiry based on 
the context

An Achievement 
Standard will be 
attached to each 
bubble

A course would 
look like 3 standards 
which 
are interdisciplinary

Sustainability
Kaitiakitanga



English

Maths
Science

French
History +

Religious 
Education/
Geography

Climate 
Change

Digital 
Technology -

Website + 
coding

Sample Student collab choice 1
Sample Learning plan - up to 15 credits +NCEA



OUR Year 11 Subject 
option offering 2023

Maths
English
Science
History
Geography
Te Reo
French
Chinese
Music
Visual Art
Design (collab only)
Digital Tech
Textiles - Tech
Food Tech
Physical Education & Health
Religious Education
Guided Study

Rakahinonga

The student would 
choose an 
individualised 
inquiry based on the 
context

An Achievement 
Standard will be 
attached to each 
bubble

A course would 
look like 3 standards 
which 
are interdisciplinary

Entrepreneurship
Rakahinonga



English

Maths
Music

Te Reo
Geography +

Design 
Brief and 

marketing 
aesthetic

Financial
Literacy

Business 
Studies

Sample Student collab choice 1
Sample Learning plan - up to 15 credits +NCEA



Traditional ANDProgressive

1. Our students will take 5 Traditional 
NCEA subjects that will be 
complemented with 1 collaborative 
course of their choice

2. Up to a total of 15 Credits in each 
Subject

3. Students need 14 Credits in each 
subject course to be eligible for 
Excellence or Merit endorsement

Our Assessment Structure in 2024
Traditional AND Progressive



● NCEA Level 1 is a tried and tested qualification
● NCEA is a widely recognised qualification for international tertiary entry and for the 

world of further education and work
● Marsden will continue to offer a solid Level 1 foundation qualification with a focus 

on 21st century skills
● Marsden will be ensuring our students we will be fully equipped for Level 2. 
● Marsden will nurture our students to “find their passion” through interdisciplinary 

learning, critical thinking and innovative courses
● Students will be supported in their choice in Term 3 Course Selection
● Marsden will continue to inspire the next generation of trailblazing Marsden 

women of the future!

In a nutshell+NCEA



Manu Rere Ao
The Bird that flies the world

Aim for the Highest - for lives of meaning, 
accomplishment and genuine happiness.


